
COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN, INDIANA

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-OR-07

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 50 OF THE CITY OF

AUSTIN MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING TRASH COLLECTION, SANITATION

SERVICES, AND RELATED MATTERS THERETOО

WHEREAS, the City of Austin, Indiana ("City"), has the responsibility to maintain

public health, safety, and welfare through the provision of trash collection, sanitation services,

and matters related thereto; and

WHEREAS, Indiana law, including but not limited to Indiana Code § 36-9-30,

authorizes municipalities to establish and collect fees for trash collection, garbage disposal, and

sanitation services to fund and maintain such services for the benefit of the residents; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Austin, Indiana has determined that

Chapter 50 of the Austin Municipal Code, concerning Solid Waste, is in need of substantial

revision to reflect current practices, ensure consistency with state and federal law, and promote

the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Austin; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council desires to repeal the existing Chapter 50 in its

entirety and replace it with updated provisions that are more comprehensive, enforceable, and

aligned with the City's long-term goals and regulatory responsibilities; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Austin has determined that it is

necessary and proper to revise a reasonable and equitable fee for the provision of trash collection

and sanitation services to recover the costs associated with the maintenance, operation, and

management of such services.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of the City of

Austin, Indiana, as follows:

SECTION 1. REPEAL AND REPLACEMENT OF CHAPTER 50.
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This Ordinance repeals and replaces Chapter 50 of the City of Austin Municipal Code in its

entirety and establishes new regulations for trash collection, sanitation services, and matters

related thereto.

SECTION 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF UPDATED REGULATIONS FOR TRASH

COLLECTION, SANITATION SERVICES, AND MATTERS RELATED THERETО.

The following sections of this Ordinance are hereby enacted to replace and supersede all

provisions of the repealed Chapter 50 of the City of Austin Municipal Code.

CHAPTER 50 SOLID WASTE

50.01 Definitions. For purposes of this Article, the following definitions shall apply:

(a) Bulk Waste - Large items such as furniture, mattresses, and appliances that are too

(b)

(c)

(d)

large for an approved container.

City-Owned Receptacle - A trash container, dumpster, or other waste disposal unit

provided for public or City use, not for private residential or business waste disposal.

Commercial Customer - A customer receiving sanitation services from the City of

Austin for a non-residential property or a residential property with more than four (4)

units. This includes, but is not limited to, businesses, offices, retail establishments,

industrial facilities, institutional buildings, and multi-family residential properties with

five (5) or more units. Commercial customers must provide their own dumpsters in

compliance with City standards to ensure safe and efficient collection by City sanitation

trucks.

Construction Waste - Any discarded materials resulting from construction, renovation,

remodeling, or demolition activities, including but not limited to drywall, wood, roofing

materials, bricks, concrete, insulation, flooring, plumbing fixtures, and other building
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(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

(1

j)

debris. Construction waste does not include hazardous materials, household garbage, or

bulk waste items intended for regular solid waste collection.

Garbage - Organic waste from food preparation and consumption, including

decomposable materials.

Hazardous Material - Material defined under Indiana Code § 13-11-2-96, including

chemicals, paints, batteries, and motor oils.

Littering - The act of improperly discarding, dropping, throwing, scattering, or

depositing any garbage, trash, refuse, debris, or other waste materials onto public or

private property, including but not limited to streets, sidewalks, parks, vacant lots,

storm drains, waterways, and rights-of-way, without the property owner's consent or in

a manner not authorized by law.

Overfilled Dumpster - A dumpster is considered overfilled when waste extends above

the rim of the container, prevents the lid from fully closing, or creates a spillage risk

during collection. An overfilled dumpster may also include waste that is improperly

loaded, causing materials to protrude from the sides, block access to lifting

mechanisms, or pose a safety hazard to sanitation workers and equipment.

Relocation Waste - Waste generated from moving, downsizing, or vacating a

residence, including household items, packing materials, small furniture, and non-

construction debris. Relocation waste does not include hazardous materials, large

appliances, electronics, or excessive bulk waste that requires special disposal.

Residential Customer - A customer receiving sanitation services from the City of

Austin for a residential property, including single-family homes, duplexes, three-plexes,

and quad-plexes. Residential customers are provided City-issued 96-gallon trash cans

for waste collection and are subject to the regulations and fees outlined in this
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(k)

(1)

(m)

(n)

(o)

Ordinance. Any residential property exceeding four (4) units shall be classified as a

commercial customer for sanitation service purposes.

Sanitation Fee - The established charge for municipal trash collection services.

Sanitation Fund - A non-reverting fund used exclusively for sanitation-related

expenses.

Small Business - A commercial establishment located within the corporate limits of the

City of Austin that: (a) Does not generate food waste in the course of its operations; (b)

Occupies a physical premises of no more than 3,000 square feet of usable indoor space;

and (c) Is not otherwise required by law or ordinance to utilize private commercial

waste haulers.

Solid Waste - Garbage, refuse, and other discarded materials as defined in Indiana

Code § 13-11-2-205.

Trash - Non-organic solid waste, including paper, plastics, metals, and similar items.

50.02 Sanitation Services Provided and Container Regulations.

(a) Residential and Commercial Service

(1) The City of Austin will provide sanitation services to:

(1) Residential Customers through the use of City-approved 96-gallon trash

(ii)

(iii)

cans on a weekly basis.

Commercial Customers, who must provide their own dumpsters that meet

City standards to ensure safe and efficient collection by City sanitation

trucks.

Small businesses, excluding food service establishments, may elect to opt

into the City's trash collection service program, subject to approval by the

Board of Public Works and Safety or its designee. Small businesses opting
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(2)

(3)

into City service must submit a written application on a form approved by

the City and shall be assessed a monthly fee equal to the residential trash

collection fee, unless otherwise set by the Common Council. The City

may revoke a small business's participation at any time upon

determination that the business generates an amount or type of waste

inconsistent with residential-level service or in violation of applicable

solid waste regulations.

All garbage and trash placed for collection must be securely contained in a sealed

bag before being placed inside a City-approved trash can or dumpster. Only

accepted household garbage and non-hazardous waste shall be placed for

collection.

A Residential Customer may request dumpster service, subject to review and

approval by the Sanitation Department, based on feasibility, location, and service

capacity.

(b) Trash Container Standards for Residential Customers

(1) City-approved 96-Gallon Cans

(i) Each residence is required to use a City-approved 96-gallon trash can for

collection.

(ii) The City-approved 96-gallon cans provided for waste collection shall be

the property of the customer. The customer shall be solely responsible for

the maintenance, repair, and replacement of the cans as necessary to

ensure proper function and compliance with waste collection

requirements. The City shall not be liable for any damage to or loss of the
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cans. Any costs associated with repairs or replacements shall be the

responsibility of the customer.

(iii) A maximum of four (4) trash cans per residence may be purchased.

(iv) Unauthorized containers will not be serviced.

(2) Placement & Collection Rules

(3)

(i) Trash cans must be placed at the curbside no earlier than 6:00 PM the day

before collection and no later than 6:00 AM on collection day.

(ii) Cans must be removed from the curb by 6:00 PM on collection day.

(iii) Cans must be placed within three (3) feet of the curb, with the front of the

can facing the street, the lid completely closed, and positioned so they do

not obstruct sidewalks, roads, or driveways while allowing adequate

clearance for collection equipment to safely access and empty the

container.

The City reserves the right to refuse collection if a can does not meet the required

standards or is improperly positioned.

(c) Dumpster Standards for Commercial Customers

(1) Commercial Customers must ensure that dumpsters:

(2)

(i) Are of an approved size and design compatible with City sanitation trucks.

(ii) Are constructed of durable materials to withstand mechanical collection.

(iii) Are positioned in a safe and accessible location for pickup.

(iv) Are maintained in good condition and free from excessive damage or

obstructions.

The City reserves the right to refuse collection if a dumpster does not meet

required standards or is improperly positioned.
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(d) Route and Schedule Determination

(1) The City will establish and adjust collection routes and schedules based on:

(2)

(i) Operational efficiency and proper use of equipment.

(ii) Observed holidays, during which collection may be delayed or

rescheduled.

(i1i) Weather conditions, including hazardous situations that may temporarily

disrupt service.

The City reserves the right to modify collection schedules as needed to ensure the

effective and safe operation of sanitation services.

(3) In the event of a service disruption, customers will be notified through public

announcements or other appropriate means.

50.03 Establishment of Trash Collection/Sanitation Fee.

(a) A schedule of fees for trash collection and sanitation services ("Sanitation Fee Schedule")

is hereby established and shall be applied to all properties receiving municipal trash

collection and sanitation services:

FEE SCHEDULE FOR TRASH COLLECTION

SERVICE FEE

Monthly cost per can for collection services: $25.70

Cost for each additional or replacement can: $70.00

Cost of can for new customers: $70.00

Minimum cost per item for furniture or other
bulky waste:

$25.00

Cost per dumpster bag for relocation or

construction waste:

$150.00

FEE SCHEDULE FOR MONTHLY DUMPSTERRCOLLECTION

Container Size Monthly Extra Pickups Overfilled

Pickup Dumpster Fee
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No more than 2 Cubic Yards

No more than 3 Cubic Yards

$79.60 $79.60 $20.00

$87.30 $87.30 $30.00

Greater than 3 Cubic Yards $110.20 $110.20 $40.00

(b)

(c)

The applicable Sanitation Fee shall be included on the customer's utility bill for water,

sewer, or other municipal services issued by the City. The Sanitation Fee shall be

collected on a monthly basis and shall be due and payable on the same date as the utility

bill.

If any Sanitation Fee remains unpaid after the due date on the utility bill, the City may

impose late fees, the suspension of sanitation services, and other penalties in accordance

with applicable law and city policy.

50.04 Use of Sanitation Fee Revenue. All revenue collected from the Sanitation Fee Schedule

shall be deposited into a dedicated nonreverting fund for the purpose of covering the costs of the

City's trash collection and sanitation services, including but not limited to:

(a) Operating expenses for trash collection and disposal;

(b) Maintenance and repair of sanitation equipment and facilities;

(c) Purchase of new sanitation equipment;

(d) Wages and benefits for sanitation department employees;

(e) Administrative costs related to the provision of sanitation services; and

(f) Any other costs reasonably related to the provision of trash collection and sanitation

services.

50.05 Additional City Services.

(a) Yard Waste Collection. At the City's discretion, limited yard waste collection services

may be provided to Residential Customers, including seasonal limb and leaf collection, as

determined and advertised by the City.
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